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Intro: girls � blessing (When my two oldest girls were quite a bit younger,   

I noticed…)   
'May the LORD bless you and protect you. 
 May the LORD smile on you and be gracious to you. 
 May the LORD show you his favor and give you his peace.' 

 

Giving a blessing is an expression of love that acknowledges God’s gracious 

sovereignty over one’s life—that there is more to the fullness of life than 

what man can achieve himself. So a blessing is more than just saying kind 

words; it necessarily brings God into the equation.  

 

When we first read Deut. 33, it may not strike modern readers as the most 

exciting passage. Yet, it’s important to realize that for the ancient Israelites, 

Deut 33 was absolutely climactic for them. After all of Israel’s waywardness 

and rebellion; After all their sin and discipline, each tribe would still receive 

a unique blessing.  

 

This is especially significant in light of ancient Israelites’ perspective that 

“nothing was more important than securing the blessing of God in one’s life 

[and] nation.” They believed that the blessing of God was their means to 

fertility, prosperity, protection, deliverance, healing, preservation, power, 

favor, and status. They believed that everything depended upon their 

relationship with God and walking in His favor. Nothing was more urgent 

than positioning themselves to receive God’s blessing. They understood the 

sobering reality of being in a covenant relationship with Almighty God who 

is the Creator and Ruler of the ends of the earth, whose blessing no one could 

reverse and whose curse no one could lift. Of course they didn’t always live 

their lives according to this God-centered world view, and so the history of 

Israel reveals that the blessed life is the ideal life and the life without God’s 

blessing is the ultimate nightmare.
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I would strongly suggest that we too must return to the ancient wisdom of the 

Old Testament and live our lives as though nothing else matters more than 

walking in the favor of God Almighty’s blessing. And that of course means 

that we give His Son the highest place of honor in our lives. This will 

transform our passion and devotion to an obedient life.  

 

There is no greater blessing than to walk under the favor of God’s saving grace.  

 

And that grace should permeate every aspect of our lives.  

 

Like a giant sunflower, Deut. 33 has 3 main portions:   

� Vs. 1-5 � roots (source) 

� Vs. 6-25 � stock with multiple leaves of various sizes (substance) 

� Vs. 26-29 � the blossom (splendor) 

 

1. ROOTS: The source of Israel’s blessing—King of Jeshurun (1-5) 

 

[Vs. 2]: This is an image of the glorious majesty of God descending 

from heaven as He comes to them like the sun dawning on them over 

the mountains to enlighten them with the truth of His law.  

 

[vs. 3-4]: The great God of heaven loves them, holds them securely 

in His hand, leads them, and instructs them in the way of truth by 

graciously giving them the law.  

 

[vs. 5]: The great King of heaven is the King over Israel by means of 

a covenant—“I will be their God and they shall be my people.”  

 

This is the source of Israel’s blessing—they live under the gracious 

and loving authority of the holy and righteous King of heaven. [It is a 

blessing to live under a strong and righteous king; but it is a curse to live 

under a weak or evil king. Israel has as her King, the all-powerful King of 

perfect righteousness who loves His people and provides everything she 

needs.] 

 

 

 



2. STOCK: The substance/content of Israel’s blessing (6-25) 

 

� Reuben (6): For survival; undeserved because of his sinful relations 

with his father’s concubine (Gen. 49:4; 35:22). This is an example of 

how one man’s sin diminished the blessing that might have 

otherwise been greater on his descendants.  

� Judah (7): For protection and victory in battle; to return home safely. 

� Levi (8-11): For God’s blessing in fulfilling all their ministry 

responsibilities and to protect them from adversaries; their loyalty to 

God exceeded all other loyalties.  

� Benjamin (12): For safety and security. 

� Joseph (13-17): For material prosperity and military might. 

� Zebulun/Issachar (18-19): Rejoicing over God’s blessing on their 

daily lives & for success in fishing/trade on the seas.  

� Gad (20-21): For Gad to multiply and have the strength of a lion. 

� Dan (22): For Dan to be like a lion cub with great potential. 

� Naphtali (23): For abundant blessing in the possession of land.  

� Asher (24-25): for supreme blessing and favor with God that result in 

prosperity and security.  

 

3. FLOWER: The splendor of Israel’s blessing—God of Jeshurun 

(26-29) 

 

[vs. 26]: No earthly king can compare to this divine King who comes 

to Israel’s aid as though He was riding a chariot through the heavens 

in His overwhelming majesty. What great hope! All enemies melt at 

the coming of Israel’s great King.  

 

[vs. 27]: “The eternal God is a dwelling place”—Those who live 

within the fortress of God’s protective care live in absolute security. 

As New Testament believers we would say, “I am eternally secure in 

God because my identity is in Christ.” Homes, jobs, schools, friends, 

and circumstances may change, but believers who trust in God are 

always secure because God is unchanging both now and forever.
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Vs. 27—“and underneath are the everlasting arms.” This is not 

merely a picture of serenity. It’s a picture of absolute safety and 

victory in the midst of war as the strong arm of God goes before 

them and destroys the enemy with but a word. [vs. 27-28a]. “This is 

indeed a picture of total security [in vss. 24-27]. Yahweh rides above 

Israel; He upholds His people below, and He marches on ahead of 

them [in victory].
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No wonder then that Moses exudes amazement in vs. 29. Our only 

glory is the glory of God who in His grace has saved us and made us 

His own.  

 

There is nothing more essential for life than living under the favor of 

God’s blessing. It doesn’t matter if you are poor or if your army is 

small if there is nothing to hinder the heavenly King’s intervention 

on your behalf. [Illus: girls—It’s okay to marry a poor man as long 

as He knows how to trust in the Lord—we had wealth at our disposal 

that the world’s economy doesn’t understand]. 

 

Step back: This climactic chapter of Deut. climaxes in vss. 26-29 by 

capturing a snapshot of the explosive majesty of God! All blessing 

should result in the praise of His splendor.  

 

He is the root from which all blessing comes and on whom all life 

depends. His people are the “stock” through which His blessing 

flows to display the glorious splendor of His Majesty which turns all 

eyes to the Sun.  

 

Now let’s step back even further from Deut. 33 and take into view the broad, 

panoramic view of the Bible and ask the question… 

 

How should New Testament believers think about blessing today?  

 

NOTE: From a broad biblical perspective, you should not merely think of 

blessing as material prosperity or wealth, though that is one way God may 
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bless. Ultimately, God’s blessing reflects the benefit of a life ordered by 

the wisdom and grace of God with a heart that fears God, a heart that 

loves God, and a life that honors God by walking in obedience to His 

ways. Ultimately, the blessed life is the one who knows God and delights in 

Him.  
 

a. We are called to walk under the blessing of God. 
 

Ephesians 1:3—“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 

heavenly places in Christ…” 
 

If you have been born again, having been united to Jesus in faith, you 

are the recipient of every blessing that comes from God. You have a 

share in everything that rightfully belongs to Christ.  
 

In the context of Eph. 1, you should live in the full benefits of 

being… 

� Chosen by God 

� Made righteous by God 

� Adopted by God 

� Redeemed 

� Forgiven 

� Lavished with grace 

� Enlightened by God’s will 

� Given an inheritance  

� Made a praise unto God 

� Sealed in the Holy Spirit whom we have been given as a 

guarantee of our completed salvation.  
 

And all of this is yours “in Christ”—You can have it no other way. 

The full benefits of God’s blessing are unleashed as we abide in 

Christ.  
 

In other words, we should not live as though we belong to someone 

else or as though we have any other identity, purpose, or security 

outside of Christ. We must live as though the most important thing in 

life is an unhindered relationship of deep intimacy with Christ. He is 

our hope, identity, and security. He is our blessing.  

b. We are called to bless to others. 
 

I Peter 3:8-9—“To sum up, let all be harmonious, sympathetic, 

brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit; not returning evil for 

evil, or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were 

called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing. 
 

One of the ways we are called to radically imitate Jesus is with a 

persistent response of blessing to the people in our lives. Not only 

those we love and agree with but even those who hurt us and insult 

us. Why? Because our lives should no longer be characterized by the 

curse of sin. Jesus took that curse for us, and now as those who are 

covered with Christ’s righteousness, we must live as through our 

lives are defined by the blessing of God’s grace.  
 

This is why Jesus said and Paul taught, “bless those who curse you 

and pray for those who mistreat you….bless and curse not” (Luke 

6:28; Rom. 12:14; 1 Cor. 4:12). James condemns the hypocrisy of 

blessing God and cursing men with the same mouth when he says, 

“With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, 

who have been made in the likeness of God; from the same mouth 

come both blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not 

to be this way.” (James 3:9-10)] 
 

Blessing others is more than just saying, “God bless you.” It is 

giving others the benefit of living before them with the words, 

actions, and attitudes of a righteous, grace-filled life that resembles 

Christ. It’s making your life a living portrait of the gospel by 

returning insult with blessing just as Christ repaid our sin with grace 

and blessing.  

 

c. We were made to ascribe blessing to God.  
 

Rev. 5:13, describing heaven says, “every created thing which is in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all 

things in them, I heard saying, ‘To Him who sits on the throne, and 

to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever 

and ever.” 

 



We often sing songs and quote Psalms that exclaim, “Bless the Lord, 

O My soul.” Have you ever wondered how that works? We can 

understand how God blesses us—He does good unto us. But how 

might we bless Him; how do we benefit Him? The word for 

“blessing” (Heb: barak; Grk: eulogeo) literally means “to speak 

well” which can also be rendered as “praise.”  

 

So God blesses people by speaking well of them, thereby imparting 

“blessing” (good things) to them. People bless God by speaking well 

of Him, attributing “blessing” (good qualities) to Him.  In other 

words, God blesses people by conferring/bestowing good on them 

while we bless God by praising the good in Him.
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So the bottom line is that as New Testament believers we should walk in the 

fullness of God’s blessing by abiding in Christ as our absolute sufficiency 

out of which we bless others; as a reflection of His grace that has given us a 

new identity as children of God and live all of life as a response of praise 

back to God who alone is able to bless us with the joy of Himself.  
 

We are going to close our service today by blessing the Lord with a song of 

praise. And yet it is essential that I say to some of you today, that nothing 

you have heard will be of benefit to you until you surrender your life to Jesus 

Christ. There is no hope of God’s blessing apart from Christ. Your sin has 

completely cut you off from God’s blessing because it alienates you from 

God. You may experience a little earthly wealth for a while, but your soul 

will wither apart from God’s grace, which is only available through Christ. 

Jesus said, “What does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his 

soul?” Only Jesus can reconcile you to the God of blessing. Only through His 

cross can your offense be paid for and your sin forgiven. There is nothing 

more important in all of life than securing the blessing of eternal life in 

Christ.  
 

Benediction: Numbers 6:24-26 

“The Lord bless you, and keep you. 

The Lord make His face to shine on you, and be gracious to you 

The Lord lift up His countenance on you, and give you peace.” 
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